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3.5 MODULE 5 

 
3.5.2 SUB-MODULE 2: BEADWORK 
 
Beadwork is the art or craft of attaching beads to one another by stringing them onto a 

thread or thin wire with a sewing or beading needle or sewing them to a piece of cloth. 

Beads are produced in a diverse range of materials, shapes, and sizes, and vary by the kind 

of art produced. Most often, beadwork is a form of personal adornment (e.g. jewellery), but it 

also commonly makes up other artworks. This collection includes handmade seed bead 

baskets in various shapes and beautiful colours and it is mostly done by ladies in Kenya. 

They use traditional crafting methods that have been passed down for generations to make 

decorative and durable designs. When these beadworks are purchased, they create 

opportunities for empowering marginalized artisans in Kenya. This will help them to have 

dignified and sustainable work that eventually helps support families to afford better living 

conditions, pay for medical expenses, and educate their children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beading work in Samburu                                      Beadwork in the Masai community 
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